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Media on the call
Fort Yukon radio - KZPA

Eagle radio – 
Molly – Alaska Journal of Commerce

Subsistence reports from participating villages:

Nunam Iqua – Joesph Afcan – people been fishing commercially; had a hard time trying to learn how to fish the dip net because there are only so many eddys; most people who have the good eddys are doing well. Humpys caught over in Black River a few days ago so must be in Saint Mary’s by now. Having a hard time getting used to the dip net. Caught 25 chum salmon yesterday and 1 king. 
Alakanuk – Martin Harry – contacted 7, interviewed 4, 1 fished and caught 12 chums and 1 king kept 1 king released. Humpys were released too. The rest of the fishermen were commercial fishing last week and did not do subsistence. 
Kotlik – Marvin Okitkun – everything is very mixed wondering…people trying to get commercial and some subsistence. Not many getting subsistence. My family and others have not gotten our fill yet. Tried dipping and got about 20 and got some from ADF&G but did not get enough. We know there are lots of kings in the river. A lot of people are wondering when we can use gillnets and quit wasting time and gas so that we can go get our fill for the winter. 
Marshall – Norma Evan, contacted 14 and 6 fished. Weather is good for drying and 50% done and a lot of people commercial fishing. 
Russian Mission – Basil contacted 17 and 9 wanted to get interviewed. All 9 fished. Fishing picked up but still we have to use a lot of time and effort to get a couple of chum with the dip net. A lot of families have not met their subsistence goal. The flies are here and they will harass the fish we put up to air dry so now we have to work twice as hard to keep the fish at the quality we are used to. Everybody wants to see at least one 6-inch opener so they can keep their summer chum harvest and then wait until fall chum arrive. 

Kaltag – Craig Semeken contacted 5 households and no one is fishing yet and they are waiting for the commercial to start. Started last night at midnight. Water is raising up here. 
Koyukuk – nothing to report, water raised 10 inches from last week. Today is the first time we see sunshine in 3 weeks. 
Koyukuk River
Brian McKenna from TCC and returned from Henshew creek and water is high. When water is at 4 ft. they will try to get the weir in.
Huslia – Jack Wholecheese asked about Gissassa (was told the water was too high and as soon as it drops, they will install it). No one is fishing and people will have to get rid of some dogs. We depend on the dog salmon for eating fish and everything else. We will have to put out a disaster order for our dog food. 
Allakaket – Pollock – wet weather and water still high. Fishing for little whitefish and we are back to rules of no fishing and everybody abiding by the law. 
Yukon River middle river
Galena – Sandy contacted 13 families none of which fish because fishery still closed. Two voiced interest in trying to dip net later this week when fishing is allowed. Most people do not have a net or the interest. There are no 4-inch nets in town. People been looking and net sizes are just over 4 inch. Most people are just waiting to target fall chum and Coho when they can fish. 
Tanana River

Fairbanks – river came way up since last Tuesday. Talked to Gopher Lord and water dropped and drift slackened off and it is going to rain now. 
Minto – Ron Charley – no one is fishing due to high water and a lot of drift 
Nenana – Robin and Donald Charley – interviewed 5 people and 2 fished and one caught a sucker fish. People she did contact don’t want to discuss fishing because it is a sad situation this year. Some people are concerned about a commercial opening in Kaltag and a subsequent closure on the Tanana. 
Rampart- Janet Woods – no one is fishing and still waiting to hear if they can throw in some nets. One person may throw in their whitefish nets. The water is starting to rise and had to pull the raft in this morning. Other than that just waiting and heard there may be an opening.  
Fort Yukon – Andrew Firman – don’t have much to report. Interviewed 9 people. None of them fishing as of yesterday. Water levels a little bit high and little to no debris on the river. People waiting to use their gear for fall chum. 
Eagle –  Nathan Helmer – none of 5 households fished and area closed. Going to rely on the chum a lot 
Yukon Canada, Yukon River headwaters
Old Crow – Essau Schaffer and so far the river is dropping and water is high most of the summer all of June. No debris. One local fisherman caught 1 king this weekend accidently and was a surprise to us. We are just waiting. 
William Josie – we were surprised to see king salmon on June 23. All nets are now out of the river. We don’t have a closure yet from the government but we are not fishing as a community. We are fishing whitefish and it will be hard on the dog mushers but we all support the.

Erin Linklatter from the RRC with Joel Peter and corroborating everything that was said. 

Dawson – Roberta Joseph – water levels picking up and more drift wood on the water. Nobody is fishing. Community meetings and in the process of doing a mailout and doing a consultation with our citizens. Council passed a resolution for no harvest of salmon in the traditional territory of Trondek. Asking for donations from last years fish for first fish program. 
Teslin – Jillian Rourke – water levels just starting to go down. Been rainy a whole bunch so may come up. No one fishing. 
Whitehorse – Coralee Johns – working with Y2C2 Environment Yukon conservation community projects with outdoors and field work and have some youth with her today. No real report except for water rising and wanted to say thank you to everybody for conservation efforts going on. 
Yukon Salmon Sub Committee – Wolf calling in from Haines Junction – heartened that our partners are sharing the pain that we felt the past years. In the future we should have a healthier run in the future. 
Dennis – we did recommend a precautionary closure as part of our mandate. 

Marsh Lake - Don James from the very end of the Yukon River. Find the teleconferences very enlightening and support Wolf’s comments that the conservation efforts are very much appreciated and want to say thank you. 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game Management Reports (ADF&G):
KEY ISSUES brought out:
Eric Newland – been an exciting week. Stephanie will provide the assessment and then we will talk about upcoming management actions in the next week.

Summer chum salmon radio telemetry project. Providing weekly updates on the call. Radio tagging summer chum and talked about if you catch a tag and how to report on it and send it in. 

The assessment numbers for Chinook salmon is doing better and there is cautious optimism. Believe the last and significant pulse of salmon could be showing up now in LYTF and heading to Pilot Station. 121,000 Chinook salmon is the projection and is at the upper end of the projection from ADF&G. We are beyond the point that we are past the point of being the lowest run on record. However a run of this size is still unfortunately lower than average. It does have the potential to meet escapement goals. We need to see fish show up at the escapement projects before we can make any confidence in if we can meet the border goal. We feel the same about the Alaskan escapements too. 

50% of pulse 1 and 52% of pulse 2 are of Canadian origin. This could lead to 48,000 approx. going to the border. There is uncertainty and the lower bound does fall below the IMEG of 42,500 to the high of 45,000. We are cautious due to recent low years but we are cautiously optimistic now. We will know more as fish show up at the sonar at Eagle. Looks like we are better than we are expected going into the season. Still a lower run than average but it is a run size that can meet escapement goals. It would be great to do this because we have not been meeting escapement goals the past couple of years. 

Summer chum run is progressing nicely. The summer chum commercial is about 173,000 or over 1 million pounds of commercial caught salmon. 4, 400 Chinook been released with alternative gear types. On the Koyukuk, later this week good amounts of fish should show up at the mouth of the Koyukuk River. 

Management – Eric Newland – might be able to relax some of the management options later this week. Started conservative to protect kings and now at the end of June it is nearly 80% of the run is done. Currently we are seeing the 3rd pulse moving through the delta and will check this at Pilot. We will transition in a chum directed management program and try to allow for more harvest of chum. For now over the next several days we will still be cautious. 

Addressing Marvin and Basil about 6 inch. In the near future we may be able to allow limited harvest of summer chum salmon with 6 inch gill nets. Nothing has been announced yet and we want to evaluate the pulse moving through now. 

Addressing the commercial fishing in Kaltag – the wheels must be manned and all kings must be released alive. The fishery started early Monday morning. No fishing has occurred to date. People are trying to get their wheels up and running. This is a chum directed fishery.  Last couple of years about 200,000 chum salmon harvested in Kaltag and this year the summer chum run is projected to be strong enough to accommodate this.
Fred Bue – concurred with the ADF&G report 
Steve Gotch (Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada) – has a brief management report. Anticipate that Cdn origin fish will begin to arrive around next week. Given the poor pre-season forecast a cautionary approach is being implemented. In addition….following YSSC recommendations and First nation consulations…..has been removed for conservation reasons; over coming weeks we will gather information from Eagle sonar and then take further management actions as required.  

Questions – 
Stan Zuray – Enforcement (2 float planes- don't know names) landed at a camp just above Tanana and told people there that any kings caught in 4" mesh nets were illegally caught king and in violation of the law and the transport and/or possession of them were cause for ticketing. I know all about no targeting king and they did also (been hearing it all winter) but we have also been hearing that they didn't have to be thrown back if dead in net. What the heck is going on. people are going to refuse to do it and sounds like it's just going to cause some to say the hell with it and just fish illegally as they'll be illegal anyway by not throwing the fish back dead. Get you stories straight and don't beat around the bush is what I say - put out an announcement as now everyone is confused. What's up???

Andrew Firman – when will Eagle sonar be up and running? Is there any estimate for kings missed by Pilot Station since the run came in so early? 
Stephanie – we have two different methods for estimating Pilot Station numbers. We consider….both methods came up with similar numbers. The estimate of what passed prior to June 5 is around 5,000 chinook salmon. 
Eric N. – Eagle sonar. Talked with staff about getting going a little earlier. The idea was to get in by June 28. People are there setting up camp so on the 28th they can start doing sonar.  The early fish are expected to be there on the 30th. 

Janet Woods – Is Eagle starting too late? 
Eric Newland – we may be missing that 5,000 that Stephanie talked about

Janet – if we are being conservative, hopefully when the fish do come back that we don’t start commercial fishing again. That needs to be put to bed. Just forget about that commercial fishing. In the long run we need to be able to subsistence fish and not have that commercial fishing get in the way. 

Joe Afcan – talked about the genetic make up of the pulses…and sounded like he was saying we could fish on the 3rd pulse because it is mainly Alaskan stocks. He also reiterated the early timing of the run heading to the border and that Eagle should be up and running earlier. 
Eric N. we are talking about more opportunity with a 6 inch gillnet restriction to fish during chum. There will likely be an incidental catch of king salmon and we want to limit the harvest of king salmon and keep it to a minimum. We are aware that king salmon would be harvested but we would try to minimize the king harvest.
Roberta Joseph – is that true that in AK you have not been meeting escapement goals? 

Stephanie – there are some we have met and some we have not. 

Jack Wholecheese – Fred, when do you expect to open the Koyukuk River to chums? We don’t catch kings on the Koyukuk River. A lot of people catch chums in eddys and we make half dry eating fish. We are really hurting now because we don’t have any fish. Our last hunting season was last fall and people are running out of meat. When do you plan to open it up to fishing? Also a lot of people do not have 4 inch mesh. Can we put in 5 inch mesh nets? We are only catching Pike now. Can we put our nets in the sloughs where the Chinook don’t go to catch a lot of pike? Huslia is number 1 in the state for dog mushing. We are trying to target pike. We are limited to 4 inches right now even in the sloughs.
Fred Bue – For people listening in, the first pulse of chum salmon should arrive around June 25 at the mouth of the Koyukuk and move into the river. The closure are for the early Chinook salmon. The chum swim a little slower. The opening will be when the chums move into the river better and are in stronger numbers and the kings are out of the way. It will be closed as long as the mainstem. It will be similar for the Innoko as well. When chum salmon start coming in we will open with 6 inch nets to target big whitefish and chum. It will not be much longer. 

Basil – Good to hear king numbers are up. Wondering if the bycatch numbers in the deep sea are more than the numbers coming up the Yukon River. Jill gave current numbers. As of June 19: Chinook: 11,587 Chum: 2,285

What percentage of the king salmon need to get to the spawning grounds for them to keep building up? What is the sustainability of the kings? 

Stephanie talked about escapement goals and the need to get these fish to the grounds for sustaining the fish runs and their harvests. We want to see a range of about 100,000 make it to the spawning grounds. 
Edna – heard that fishermen can now keep their kings. Is that true? 

Eric Newland – king salmon must be released. 

Stan Zuray – question for 4 inch net for targeting non-salmon and different from what Edna asked. If a fish is caught in this gear type, they may retain it. We are asking fishermen to fish in traditional whitefish areas. It is not to move down the mesh size scale and target king salmon. We are working with troopers and making it seem clear. Eric said he has spoken with the troopers about Stan’s question.
Lambert – wants to know…we have been finding some dead fish in the river. All the king salmon need to be released….

Dennis – asked about age and size of salmon

Stephanie answered about age and size….

Virgil asked about high water events in Canada. Steve Gotch said he did not….

Call got cut off. 

Janet Woods followed up on a salmon productivity question…. Talked about why local people need to bear the burden of conservation. Talked about test fisheries and the counts and it seems it is not aggressive enough to ensure the count is correct. 
Stephanie responded that there are natural changes in the environment that affect productivity. When we do see low production, our concern is to get the fish to the spawning grounds that we need to get there based on our escapement goal that accounts for low and high levels of production and is why there is a range. In terms of the sonar. I can assure we do take it seriously and our staff are working hard to get the sonar up and running. As soon as we knew the run was coming in early we worked hard to get the sonar set up early. It is a serious matter and it is not nonchalant. We will catch that first major.

Charlotte in Mountain Village – I did hear a question about if we could harvest Chinook. What are the penalties for harvesting Chinook? Virgil said not to go there. How do the sonar’s distinguish the Chinook from the chum. I let 44 kings back into the water and some of them were not a foot long. How does the sonar tell them apart? 

Bruce Macintosh – this is the reason why at Pilot station we have to run our drift nets every day because our Didson can maybe tell the fish apart but we have to drift and catch them to see what is going by. 

Eric N. – in the age composition at Pilot we have a higher proportion of smaller king salmon. 

Stephanie – We are seeing more age 5 fish at the sonar so this….

Basil – asking about predator regulation
Stephanie – we need to know more about the causes of the decline before we begin to implement management actions. Predator control would be hugely expensive and a lot of coordination. There is a project to look at predators on Chinook fry and once we know something definitively we would not implement something. The UAF study is on the spawning grounds where Chinook are located.

Roberta – asked about good production years. 3,4,5 fish have returned per spawner in the past. 

Virgil – predation issue; people in Cook Inlet think this is the problem for them too….used to kill Seagulls in the past because seagulls will eat a lot of smolt. At the mouth of the Unalakleet River, there is an excess of seagulls. The pike and the king salmon lived together forever in the YR drainage and the pike have not bothered the king salmon. The hatchery fish have exploded and this has led to the seagull population explosion.
Sky Brandt gave out the phone numbers to reach ADF&G and also gave upcoming fishing schedule changes for the river. 
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